
 

 

Since its enactment in 1893 as the Workman’s Liens Act, the Worker’s Lien Act (South Australia) has had a colourful and 

problematic history.  It was drafted by a man who had already been certified as a lunatic, and taken through Parliament by 

a man then bound over to keep the peace for apparently intending to shoot the principal opponent of the Bill in a duel.  It 

has been repeatedly criticised from the Bench for its “fuliginous obscurity”, “enigmatic language” and to being 

“antiquated”.  Yet the Act remains in force and continues to pose challenges for lawyers practising in South Australia. 

This work contains sections describing the operation of the Act, the Act itself with annotations, all the significant 

decisions on the Act from South Australia and the Northern Territory (including the early cases of Oswald v Matters, 

Bourne v Kneebone and Giles v Jacob, which were reported only in the Register and/or Advertiser newspapers), the text 

of the parliamentary debates including both the 1893 and the 1896 proceedings, and precedents. 
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